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KIVEK FLOODS COMPARED

V That of the Year 1881 Still Holds the High
Water Record

SCENES AND INCIDENTS NOW RECALLED
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While the recent overflow of the Missouri
river nt this point caused considerable dam-age

-
and some llttln Inconvenience and suf ¬

fering , It was nothing compared to the dis-
astrous

¬

rampage of the river In 1881. It Is
claimed .by some few persons that there was
more water In the river last week than In
1881 , when the channel was filled with Ice
that gorged above the city , but this claim
Is not borne out by the facts.-

In
.

1881 the river reached a maximum
height of twenty-three feet and eight Inches
nbovo low water mark , while the highest
point registered last week was eighteen
feet six Inches , or Just six Inches above the
danger line. The damage done by the
present flood Is Insignificant as compared
with that of 1SS1. At no tlmo has the water
reached such a height as It did In 1681 , al-
though

¬

old settlers claim that the Hood of
1807 was very disastrous. It Is also urged
that the flood of 18U exceeded that of 1881 ,
but this Is considered doubtful. In 1841 the
river Is aald to have reached a height o-
fthirtyeight feet above low water mark. The
river bed was said to bo seventeen feet lower
in 1881 tlian bcloro the uOs , so that a rlso ot-
twentythree feet eight Inches would Jiavo
meant a rlso of forty feet eight Inches. The
late flood compared with that of 1841 would
bo almost on a par , because , when allow-
ances

¬

are made for the change In the bed
of the stream , the recent rlso Indicated n
rise of thlrty-flvo feet elx Inches , without
estimating any alteration In the channel , or
increase In the height ot the banks since
1881.

The HlR Klooil.
The river commenced to rlso In the north

on March 26 , 1881. The weather In the vi-
cinity

¬

of Port Benton and other Dakota
points continued very warm for several
days , the temperature of Fort Benton reach-
ing

¬

70 degrees. Warm winds swept up the
river and on March 27 Ice thrco feet In
depth broke. In a few hours the river rose
ten , feet , flooding the country , driving pcoplo
(from their homes , drowning their stock anil
devastating their farina. The rlso was
noticeable at Omaha March 27 , when the
river rose to sovcntcen feet nlno Inches. It
dropped several feet the next day to gather
courage for the next onslaught and on the
81st U rose from cloven feet four Inches to
fourteen feet above low water mark.

Vacillating as a weather vane for the
next few days , leaving settlers hopeful that
their predictions would prove unfounded ,

ns the overflow from the Yellowstone freshet
had already occurred , the turbid stream
opened the month with tv fresh rlso that
promised destruction to everything within
its reach. On 'April 3 It reached n height of-

twentytwo fe ! t. It broke between the
Union Pacific shops and the Omaha Smelt-
Ing

-
works , flooding the Intervening district

The shops wore cut off and the smelter was
closed down. Lumber men In the vicinity
of the river built booms for the protection
of their yards , and iprayed for mercy from
the treacherous current. The ice gorge
Boventy-flvo miles long , broke at Yonkton-
on April G , and swept down the river at n
frightful speed , tearing out the smaller
gorges as It sped along. Intervening towns
along the river were at Its mercy. It
reached Omaha two days later , and citizens
stood on the river bank and gazed across
on expanse of rushing water over three-
miles wide. Immense blocks of ice ground
together oh their way down the stream to
lodge finally against the Island below the
bridge , whore (hey found temporary rest
in their turbulent course. Three thousand
people stood on the river banks to assist
the railway employes and lumber men In

! the salvage of property. On April 9 the Ice
Li toro down the fence around the smelter.

Lime In the llmo house slaked ns soon as-

it became damp and fired the building.
Flames rising out of a sea of water added
dismay to the discouraged workers. The!

crowd watched thrco men oveiturn In a-

iboat. . Two were swept to death between
the grinding blocks of ice , whlla the third
was rescued.

During these days boats were torn to
pieces , the cable across the river snapped
the lerry masts ns if they were toothpicks.
The Transfer hotel nt Council Bluffs was
under water , and its occupants were com-
pelled

¬

to seek a more habitable abode-
.Klght

.

hundred passengers westward bound
wore delayed In tha Iowa city or were
robbed by a boatman who charged thorn
$5 or $10 to ferry them to Omaha. Freight
vns blockaded In Council Bluffs , and there
wore 550 cars stored on the tracks outsldo
the watered section awaiting transporta-
tion

¬

across the river to the west. The ho-

tels
¬

of Omaha were packed with belated
travelers who found the river the central
toplo and sight for days. It was a season
of uncertainty , as no ono know what would
bo the outcome , nor could any ono oven
offer a sensible guess , Rumors of the
wildest character concerning the change of

ine thcrg channel the death of thousands )

of head of Ettirk and smns of people , to-
gether

¬

with the destruction of a great
amount ot property agitated the public andkept Us mind at n fever heat-

.Mriiiittc
.

mill Inlrri-MltiK Mlitlitn.
Spectators on the river banks were treated

to strange and Impressive sights , and cjueftr
experiences came to n gr at many. Kx-
Governor Porter rigged his tint-bottomed
Ferryboat with mast and sail and for several
days handled the malls , at the same time
transferring a. large number of passengers
with their baggage at exorbitant pilcea. It-
Is estimated that he cleared $4,000 during
that brief time. It Is said tint ono mnn WAS
: ompelled to offer $1,000 before he could
Induce anyone to attempt to remove his
aged parents and brother from the lop of a-

tiouso which threatened to go to pieces be-
tween

¬

great cakes of Ice at any momont.
One person took a trip up the river and mot
i man , who implored him for the Inju of-

tils boat for nn hour until ho could tnvo
his wife , who was encoMii.usc 1 by water
and lo near Florence.

Trunks of trees stripped of limbs , srarrcd
and battered ns if they had held a fort In-

tlmo of Beige , swept down the current. At-
one tlmo a church came down the stream ,

Its bell tolling constantly , as It ringing the
death knell of unfortunates , or sounding a-

farreaching warning lo the scttlcis to rake
to the hills before It was leo Into. The raging
river had no respect for anything , tearing
cofllns from their resting pl.ices In ceme-
teries

¬

and sending them Eeawarl at a pace
that caused cold chills to play hide and
seek up and down one's spinal column.

When the flood was at Its height the ex-

traordinary
¬

spectacle was presented ot a big
stern-wheel steamboat , on Its w.iy from St.
Louis to Fort Benton , coaling at the Union
Pacific shops. The boat left Dirt channel
just north of the smelting works nnd-

slcamed north nnd west to Sovoiuh , between
Davenport nnd Chicago streets. At the
south end of Iho Union Pacific shop yards
was n hugo pile ot coal on a platform , and
from Ihls the steamer drew its supply , and
then pulled out up the swollen rlvnr.

When the flood was at Its height a Bee
reporter , accompanied by n friend , engaged
a boat and proceeded on a tour of Investigat-
ion.

¬

. Rowing to the Iowa side nnd Bulling
Into the heart of Council Bluffs , Ibo old
.Metropolitan hotel was approached. This
hotel was located but a little distance west
ot the Pacific house , and it was there that
the landing was made. On the way there
several women were scon In the ecoml story
windows of n house near the Northwestern
depot , nnd the gallant reporter , thinking
they might bo In distress , ro.vad to the
building nnd offered his assistance to carry
them to dry land. The rivalry between the
two cities , which were at that tlmo nioro
the same slzo than today , was so great that ,

learning bo was from Omaha , ono of the
women remarked : "Well , you can Just go
back to Omaha , whore you belong. We-

don't want your help. You attend to your
business , nnd we'll take care of our own
affairs. "

The water continued to rlso until April
0 , when it reached its maximum height ,

twenty-thrco feet eight Inches above low
water mark. Messages announcing the sub-
sidence

¬

of the water at Sioux City -were re-

ceived
¬

with joy by the weary workmen along
the river banks. All danger was passed by
April 11 , nnd business was soon after re-

sumed
¬

in the railroad ehops and in the
smelter.

Elk Point , S. D. , was n favorlto place
for river men to winter in , and tie up their
boats until the ice was out ot the stream.-
In

.

April of 1881 several steamboats were
tied up at the wharf. Ono of them broke
away when the river went up and drifted
out on the prairie. When the waters re-

ceded
¬

the steamer was left high nnd dry ,

three miles from the river , and the entire
summer was spent by its captain getting
It back. Skids were built under it , nnd
after much labor and patience the boat had
its second launching.-

At
.

Council Bluffs the river rose so sud-
denly

¬

ono night that the Inhabitants were
greatly alarmed. Flro bells -were rung , fish
horns were blown and whistles sounded
their shrill warning to the citizens to
awaken nnd assist in saving the unfortu-
nates

¬

who were living too near the river
for safety. The night was terrifying to
persons of tender nerves , and many will
never forget It. The stock yards were
flooded after the stock had been removed ,

and water ran through the district at the
tops of the fences-

.Illvcr
.

CIiaiiKOH Course.
During this trying tlmo the channel of

the river changed to the course It now pur-
sues.

¬

. Previous to this tlmo what is now
Cut Off lake was the old river bed. When
the waters were receding n now channel
was cut around what is now East Omaha ,

and sand bars forming at the south end
of Cut Off lake , soon the island was no
longer an island. For years after 18S1 the
bottoms were covered with water and were
marshy , butgradually the ground became
more firm , and was settled by the squat-
ters

¬

, who now Inhabit that district. A por-

tion
¬

of this now territory caused consid-

erable
¬

litigation later between the two
states , each contending for the ownership
of the property. The district known ns-

Kast Omaha was made Inhabitable by this
change , although to this day the occupants
of thu botloms have been afraid the river
would return to Its old channel some time
and they would bo compelled to lleo to the
high land for safety , just ns the earllrj

Free Medical Treatment
For Weak en

Who are Willing to Pay When Convinced of Cure.-

TT

.

? SCIENTIFIC combined medical and
mechanical cure has been discovered

* u for "Weakness of Men. " Its success
has been so startling that the proprietors
now announce that they will send it on
trial remedies and appliance without ad-
vance

-
payment to any honest man. If not

all that is claimed all you wish send it
back that ends it pay nothing.

This combined treatment creates health ,

strength , vitality , sustaining powers , and
restores weak and undeveloped portions to
natural functions.

There is no C. O. D. extortion , no de,
ception of any nature in this offer.-

If
.

you are interested and in earnest write
your name and address in the blank form
below , cut out the coupon and mail it to
Krie Medical Co. . Buffalo , N. V.

ERIE MEDICAL CO. ,
66 NIAGARA ST. , BUFFALO , N.

''Y.
Sirs : As per statement in Omaha Bee , you may mail to-

me, under plain letter seal , postage paid , full explanation of your
new system of furnishing your Appliance and Remedies to relia ¬

ble men on trial and approval without expense no payment to
be made in advance no cost of any kind unless treatment proves
successful and entirely satisfactory. Also mail sealed free , your
new medical book for men. Respectfully

Glvo name nnd
address in full.

Please wrlto very
plainly.

AGE MARRIED OR SINGLE ,

!settlers did. The recent fl oils drove many
'rom their homes , but it was Wause Kim-
once lake overflowed into Cut Oft lake ,

which Is considerably lower. The latter lake
Tiled and water spread the contiguous
lowland until It almost reached the river.
Had Lootst street broken and the embank-
ment

¬

at Eleventh mid Bunretto given way ,

the water would have found nn outlet and
the river might have resumed Its former
course , which was more direct than that
now pursued.-

To
.

( ho flood of 1SS1 may be attributed the
chance In the river vhkh gave to the peo-
ple

¬

of Iowa and Nebraska the watering
il.ice known as Lake Manawa , which has
developed Into a favorite resort. It also
made Courtland Ueach a possibility , nl-
hough In recent years thlo place has lost
Its popularity

Florence lake was not formed by the high
water of 1SS1 , but probably by some other
flood long before Omaha was founded.

DRUGGED A YOUNG WOMAN

ChnrRc AnnliiNt l.emi Skill-la iitul-
I.uulH ComliiN The I.nlter linn

Ulnnpiienrvil.-

A

.

charge ot attempted assault , with the
assistance of a drug , upon Carrie Darnold ,

1915 Fnrnam street , has been made against
Leon Skllrls and Louis Conclns , confec-
tioners

¬

at 300 North Sixteenth street. Skll-
rls

¬

has been arrested , but Condas took tlmo-
by the forelock and Is said to have left Iho-
city. .

Miss Darnold , who came bore recently
from Pueblo , Cole , was employed In the
candy factory several weeks ago. Slio slates
that she found the attentions ot the men
distasteful on account of their familiarity
and was forced lo leave Ihcrn. Aflcr being
out of work about ten days Iho men sent
for her again and she returned upon their
promising not to nnnoy hero. They were
very good for a tlmo , but she says thai lasl
Thursday they resumed their rude treat ¬

ment. She Insisted that they should stop
and ono ot them told her ho would have to
give her a drug. She paid no attention lo-

Iho remark , because she did not bcllovo they
would have the courage to do such a thing.
Thursday afternoon while the men wore cat-
Ing

-
their dinner Condas came in and offered

her n cup of wine , which ho said was fine ,

being imported from Greece. She refused ,

but ho insisted so hard that she took a elp.-

A
.

few seconds later she Bays she becarno ill
t nd started toward the hydrant to get some
water. Skllrls Interposed and offered her
some more wine , which he said would take-
away the sickly feeling and niako her better.
She took a couple of swallows which went
to her head Immodlalely , robbing her of
power to defend herself. For the next hour
Condas and Skllrls endeavored to overcome
her objections , relieving each other in tbo
front room to watch for customers. She
says friends came In and Inquired for her ,

but were told she could not be seen. After
a tlmo the men released her and she went
home-

.Dclecllves
.

who have been at work on the
case claim to have learned that Skllrls nnd-

Condas were arrested on a similar charge In-

St. . Louis and say that they gave bond for
their appearance nnd both skipped from
St. Louis before time for trial.

County CoimiilMHloitcrn Meet.
The absence of Commissioner Hector , who

is confined to his bed by rheumatism , left
the opposing elements In the Board of
County Commissioners equally divided. Con-
sequently

¬

nothing but necessary routine
business was atlcmplod at Iho mcellng yes-
terday

¬

forenoon.
County Clerk C. A. Manvllle of Dodge

county sent a communication In which ho
stated that the peopfo of his county nro
anxious to have a new road construcled lo
run west from the southeast corner of
Dodge county to the Military road. The
Dodge county commissioners have consid-
ered

¬

the proposition favorably and are will-
ing

¬

to order the improvement If the Douglas
county board .vill construct thai porllon of
the road that will He in this counly and pay
one-half Iho cosl of Ihe connccllng bridge.
The mailer was referred lo the committee on
roads for Investigation.

The official appointment and bond of Jo-
seph

¬

B. Hummel as deputy sheriff to suc-
ceed

¬

Miles Mitchell , resigned , was sub-
mitted

¬

by Sheriff McDonafd and approved.-
On

.

petlllon of properly owners II. P-

.Leavllt
.

was appointed justice ot the peace
In West Omaha precinct.

Grafting on n Small Scale.-
A

.

solicitor for Gamer , n photographer , was
arrested yesterday on the charge of ob-
taining

¬

money by false representation from
customers of the gallery. The solicitor ,
whose name Is Eastman , has been in the
employ of Gamer for tbo last four years
and Mr. Gamer gives him an excellent repu-
lallon

-
during that time. He Bays that a

few daya ago , however , Eastman got on a
drunk and since then a number of com-
plaints

¬

have been lodged against him nt
the gallery. Ho Is said lo have vlsiled
patrons of Ibo establishment and collected
various small sums of money In excess of the
commission allowed him. On Iho printed
tickels which Easlman delivered lo cus-
tomers

¬

a warning against paying agents
moro ''than 5 cents appears. These tickets
are then to bo turned in at the gallery by
customers , who are to receive a certain
number of buttons on payments of 25 , CO or
75 cents , according to the slzo of the but-
tons

¬

desired. Eastman induced some of tbn
patrons to pay him 25 and CO cenls , wllu-
Iho undorslandlng lhat they would receive
credit at the gallery. Upon presentation
to Gamer the latter showed how plainly
the condlllons of Iho gallery were set forth
on itho tlckcl nnd declined to fulfill the
representations of Eastman.

Mortality Statlntli-H.
The following births and deaths were re-

ported
¬

to the hearth commissioner during
the twenty-four hours ending nt noon yes-
terday

¬

:

Births M. V. Connor , 2020 Indiana ave-
nue

¬

, boy ; Joseph Foxn. 1421 South Four-
loonlh

-
, girl ; Edward Wlbcrg , 2214 North

Twenty-sixth , girl ; Ira Fox , 1426 Military
avenue , girl ; Andrew Nevoy , 3820 Miami ,

boy ; Carl Anderson , 3017 California , girl ;

William Kaufman , Twenty-fifth nnd Dorcas ,

boy ; Willis T. Peck , 2217 Maple , girl-
.Dealhs

.

George L. Green , 2010 Davenport ,

52 years , tuberculosis ; Eliza J. Corey , C14
North Nineteenth , 42 years , paralysis ; Mary
Flynn , Hastings , 25 years ; Ellis Slater. 2203
North Thirteenth , 2 years , burns ; William
A. Skinner , B39 South Twenty-ninth avenue ,

47 years , heart disease ; Oslen J , Roberson ,
1823 Lcavenwortb , 3G years , acldcntal shootI-
ng.

-
.

_
Colonel Hull.to lie HHlrcil.

Lieutenant Colonel T. J. Wlnt was re-
lieved

¬

from duty on Iho retiring board
called to meet In this city , and Lieutenant
Colonel A. S , Towar was substituted. When
the "clituiRO was announced the board ns
newly constituted met nt once , those pres-
ent

¬

being Brigadier General H. C. Marriam ,
president ; Colonel G. B. Rodney , Lieutenant
Colonel E , A. Koerper , Lieutenant Colonel
A , S. Townr , Major G. K. Wlnuo and Captain
Grote Hulchcson , judge advocate , as re-
corder.

¬

. The members of Iho board were In-

uniform. . Colonel Clarence M. Bailey of the
Sixteenth infantry appeared before the
board , and after a duo examination and In-

quiry
¬

Into thu facts a report was made rec-
ommending

¬

his retirement on account of
physical disability-

.TroiiltlcN

.

AVer i! Too (iront.-
ST.

.
. LOUIS , April 29. A special to the

Post-Dispatch fiom Cobden , 111. , says : A.-

N.
.

. Miller , vlco president and moneyed part-
ner

¬

In tbo bank that recently failed here ,

committed suicide today by shooting himself
twice in the head. Recently creditors of-
tbo bank filed suits against Miller aggre-
gating

¬

$00,000 and this Is supposed lo have
been the reason for his self-murder. The
deceased loft his widow and six children
$00,000 of paid up Insurance. Mrs , Miller
Is crazed as a result of her husband's ac-
tion.

¬

.

* iii MiitclicN ,
TRENTON , N. J. , April 29. Articles of In-

corporation
-

of the Union Match company ,
with an authorized capital of { 10,000,000 ,
were filed with the secretary of stale today ,
One-half of the capital stock Is preferred ,
with 7 per cent cumulative dividends. The
incorporators are 13. H. Ilroneun , n-

.Crtnoll
.

, W. E. Cook. William M. Irvine , C.
H. Williams and C. Q. Didder.

SURVEYING A PACIFIC ROAD'

3 , 8 , Curtis Recounts His Experience of-

FortySix Years Ago.

OMAHA BEYOND BOUNDS OF CIVILIZATION

Knutcrn IIMIJI nntl "WcMcriic1irimUn
Iiilmlihcil I'rlncltitilljliy the

IVnrllUc Hnmln of Slunx
mill OtOLIlllllllllN. .

Probably there Is no mr.n in Omaha who
lias a reater fund of Information relative
to the early sctllcmcnt of eastern Nebraska
and western Iowa than S. S. Curtis , who has
resided hero for nearly half n century. Dur-
ing

¬

his long residence In Omaha Mr , Curtis
lias been prominent in the development of
the city nnd 1ms watched it grow from a
mere Indian trading station to Its present
metropolitan proportions. At the present
tlmo Mr. Curtis Is special master In chanc-
ery

¬

, and while nearly always busy , ho In-

variably
¬

has tlmo to recount events con-
nected

¬

with the early history of the west.
The other day , In speaking of his first visit
to this section of the country , ho said :

"In the summer of 1S53 ray father was
chief engineer of n projected railroad from
Fort Wayne , Ind. , to Council Bluffs , la. , er-
as It was generally known nt thai time ,

Knncsvlllc. Small sections of this road had
been built In Illinois nnd Indiana , but as
the roads from Burlington and Davenport
to Council Bluffs succeeded In getting land
grants from congress Iho following winter ,
It was Impossible to proceed with what was
known ns the Air Line nnd which the pro-
jectors

¬

hoped to make In tlmo n part of a
continuous line to the Pacific coast , by way
of the Plntto valley nnd South Pass , of which
route my father was looked upon as the
leading champion In the west In the dis-
cussions

¬

concerning the Pacific railroad ,

being so recognized by congress In being
made chairman of the committee on the
Pacific railroads on his entrance Into that
body In 1S57 , nnd holding the position unlll
after the passage by the house of the first
Pacific railroad bill. However , enough money
had been raised In Illinois and eastern Iowa
to pay for a preliminary survey from Now
Boston , where the proposed road was to
cross the Mississippi river to Knnesvllle.-

"A
.

few days after school closed I was told
I could proceed to New Boston and Join the
surveying party nnd toke the hind end of
the chain , I being nt the tlmo 15 years ot-
age. . On reaching Now Boston I learned
that the party had already started. After
a day's search , however , I found the sur-
veyors

¬

In the bottom lands of the Iowa nnd
Mississippi rivers In heavy timber , with heat
and mosquitoes galore. After passing Wa-
pello

-
, however , the work was mostly on the

prairie and very pleasant. At Washington ,

In. , my father Joined the party and con-

cluded
¬

to bring us through to Kancsvlllo
and make the survey from there east. We
had two tents , with ten or twelve persons In
the party , and the addition ot another
wagon and team enabled us to move about
twenty-five miles a day , or substantially ,

from ono county seat to the next. Wo aimed
to reach the town by1 or 5 o'clock In the
afternoon , and whllo some of us were mak-
ing

¬

camp father nnd Mr. Gates , the engineer
in charge of the party , wore stirring up the
people to attend a railroad meeting , usually
at the court house. Meetings were held nt
Washington , Oskaloosa , Knoxvllle , Indla-
nola

-
and Wlnterset. Mr. Gates talked mostly

of the proposed road through Iowa , and my
father showed the advantages of the great
Platte valley and South Pass route over all
others for the Pacific railroad , nnd also the
local profit it would bring to the state of-

lown. . t remember nt ono point some ono
asking him If ho thought a railroad through
to the Pacific would ever be built , and his
answer was that we certainly ought to have
It within twenty years. It was completed
In less time , and ho lived to see it nn as-

sured
¬

, though not an accomplished fact-

.Iiilo
.

tlic "VVIIclcriioKK-

."At

.

Wlnlersot wo bid adieu to towns and
virtually to settlements. Houses between
there nnd Kunesvllle wore from twenty to
sixty miles apart. At the crossing ot the
Nlshcnaybotcnay as It was spelled In those
flays river there was a settlement known
ns Indian Town , but It consisted of but throe
houses. A blacksmith shop was the only
approach to n business house. Reaching
Kancsvlllo wo camped In what is now Glen-
dale

-
, Council Bluffs , but ns a man had been

hanged there only a tow days before our
arrival it had already acquired the name
of Hangman's Hollow , which it retained
until Judge Douglas nnd II. C. Purple laid
it out into lots nnd named It Glendalo. The
town was soon worked up on the railroad
question and father concluded to make soma
examination of the river with a view to Its
being eventually bridged nnd having had an
extensive river experience at St. Louis ho
know the Missouri to bo a ''bad stream to-

handle. . In view of his Interest and sup-
posed

¬

Influence , too , In a future Pacific rail-
road

¬

the citizens were anxious to have him
Interested In the city If possible nnd also in-

a projected city to bo laid out at some future
day on the opposite sldo of the Missouri
river In the Indian territory.-

"A
.

survey had already been made for a
railroad from Burlington to Glenwood. The
mouth of the Platte was directly opposite
the latter town , so that a railroad crossing
there would have no hills before It from
the ''Missouri river to the Rocky mountains.-
At

.

Winter Quarters ( Florence ) It was
claimed there was rock bottom to the river
nnd this It was thought might have great
Influence in the location of a railroad cross-
Ing

-
the river. William D. Brown had the

ferry right from the county commissioners
in front of Kancsvlllo and proposed to lay-
out a town on the Indian sldo'of the river
as soon as tbo Indians would let htm do so-

."Brown's
.

ferryboat unfortunately had
boon carried down the river nnd lent shortly
before our arrival , BO the parly forced
to cross at St. Mary's , n small village on
the bonk of the river nbout twelve miles
below Kancsvlllo , or nt Winter Quarteis ,

at both of which places there were flutboat-
ferries. . The party consisted of my father ,
Mr. Oatcs , William D. Brown , W. C. John-
son

¬

, Captain N. T. Spoor , an old Mormon
named Nlckorson , n teamster nd myself.-

"Wo
.

followed up the valley nf Indian
creek ( It fiad another name In there days ) ,
crossing the divide through whtit wna known
as the Hogback cut , and descending Into
the valley of Pigeon creek and following
down It to the river.-

Crci
.

cH tinIllvcr. .

"Wo reached the bank of the Missouri
river before dark and Mr. Johnson , who was
on horseback , rejoined us soon nftsr with o-

flno strlngof black bass and croppies which
he bed caugbt In Pigeon cre k In nbout an
hour's time ,

"I shall always remember that night. To-
my recollection it was ono of the 1101(081(
I over experienced , and the mosquitoes were
the worst I over had seen. I believe 1

have seen them worse since , but not much
worse. The next morning wo crossed the
river on a small flatboat. poled and towed
up the bank of the river and ttieu paddled
ncioss , dropping down fctream a quarter 01
half n mile in making the pasnage. Wo ex-
amined

¬

the river bed with poles and a piece
of iron and rope , brought with us far tlhai
purpose , and satisfied ourselves that neat
the west side it had a comparatively smooth
reck bottom , whloh probably extended to
both ehoroa. W landed on the west sldo
above the present water works , the easterly
bend of the river having since moved a
mlle or more to the south.-

"On
.

the present Bite of Florence there
were a few log cabins with dirt roofa ullll
standing , and the remnants of many other *
The Mormons who left Nauvoo la 1816 to

!

|

To make space for my enormous stock of summer
goods I am forced to sell part of my spring stock at-

Ladies' Tailor Suits Ladies' Tailor Suits Silk Shirt Waists
tight IHting jacket , in double or single Jackets , box , fly front or closed , new cir-

cular
sai-rlllco ol1 Silk Shirt Waists in nilbreasted , now circular skirt ; materials skirt ; materials are Venetian cloth ,

are black , brown , navy bine , best Vene-
tian

¬ kersey , chariot , serge , broadcloth ; jacket kinds of styles , In plain or mixed colors ,

clotb and black cheviot , lined lined throughout with best colored taf-
feta

of best tjiireta. 'M ) will l o sold In thisthroughout with u splendid quality of silk , skirt lined with pcrcallne ; your tlifoc-day sale liolow the cost.black or colored taffeta silk. choice of any of the above styles.
Were 35.00 , K ! 50 Were 23.00 , Wore 500.
now 4 * ' now now :

Ladies' Tailor Suits Colored Silk Petticoats13 ton jacket , reveres , faced with silk or Silksatin , new circular skirt ; materials arc Plain and changeable taffeta silk petti-
coats

¬

black , navy blue , brown , tan and gray
, all styles , narrow and wide cord Attractions.li.O-

OO
.Venetian cloth , cheviot and homespuns , rullles of them finished with, every onelined throughout with a splendid quality

of black or colored taffeta , silk. dust rullle. yards of plain , changeable , striped
Were 31.50! , $ Were from ?0.50-

to

> and plaid taffetas , t

4 30 I and
now ?oO.OO , now. . . to ut CPV cj'yd' ,

321 South 15th Street , Between Farnam and Harney.
go to Salt Lake reached this point early in
the fall of that year and knowing the long
elreUQ before Ihcm concluded lo winlcr-
here. . The blufTs lo Iho nortih of them be-

ing
¬

covered wilh heavy limber Ihey soon
creeled enrlh-roofcd log cabins for Iho win ¬

lcr , giving the place Iho name of Winlcr
Quarter :! . But they were on Indian grouna
and the novornnient compelled them to with-
draw

¬

to the east side of the river , and as-

"Ono object of our trip to the west side
of the river -was to examine the land di-

rectly
¬

opposlto Kanesvllle , with a view to
its adaptablllly as a town site. To do Ibis
wo drove oul wesl several miles lo head off
Iho creek Jusl south of Florence and came
down to somewhere in the vicinity of-

Twentyfourth street for our mooring-
.Brown's

.

ferry not having been running for
several weeks , the bridge was gone , and that
litlle Norlh Omaha creek at the botlom of-

a twenty or thtrly-foot gulch was Impassa-
ble

-
for our team. We clambered over a hill

about where Crelghton college now elands
nnd I look ono look at the proposed town
site nnd returned tcr camp , my father , Brown
and Spoor going down to the river-

."After
.

our lunch wo had to take to the
pralrlo again to reach the ferry at St-

.Mary's
.

, ten or twelve miles further down
Iho river , and it was 10 or 11 o'clock at
night when wo reached the Presbyterian
mission lo tbo Otoo Indians on the edge of
the lower bluff in the present town of Belle-
vue.

-

. Wo got permission to occupy the
school room and ns I was suffering with a
high fever , I was told to go In and sit down
until they could arrange some kind of a bed
for me. I entered the school room , which
was pitch dark , felt around until I found
a bench and undertook to sit down on It ,

but I sat on a big Indian , who , with a loud
'ugh , ' darted oul of Iho door , leaving n very
much scared boy behind-

.AttomlH

.

it Soiilji Dunce.-
"Tho

.

Otoo village was half n mlle or moro
below the mission and the warriors bad
just returned rrom n uattio witn ttio sioux ,

bringing with them several scalps , and were
having a war dance. Their singing and
shouting continued through the greater part
of the night. The next morning I was much
botler and with the rest of the party visited
the Indian camp , where I purchased a fine
sinew-backed bow and n buffalo horn lidle ,

both of which I still have. From the mis-
sion

¬

wo drove up to Peter A. Sarpy's trading
post , where wo remained some time , my
father being very anxious to find out all
ho could about the country west , espaInlly
about the South Pass through the Jlccky
mountains , about which no ono except a-

very few who had been through it had a-

very defined idea. Wo crossed to the vil-
lage

¬

of St. Mary on a llatboal and reached
Kancsvlllo that evening , where I remained
two weeks at the Union hotel , kept by L.-

M.
.

. Cllnc , about two blocks south of tbo
present Methodist church at the head of
Broadway on Hyde ( now Madison ) slruet.
The Union hotel was a double two-story
log building nnd It Is my impression that
there were few. If any, frame and no brick
buildings In the town at that time. . About
the present Methodist church nnd a block-
er so west of it was the center of business ,

I do not think there were ovur 1,000 people
In the place , Tbo surveying party AMS coon
started on its work to the cast and my
father and I took passage on the uteamor
Ben Campbell for St. Louis , whore wo ie-
sided at the tlmo. stopping , however , for
two weeks nt St. Joseph , where father bad
been requested to make an examination end
report on the harbor. The following winter
the Kaneavlllo postoulco was changed to
Council Bluffs , the Kansas-Ncbraeka bill
was passed , the Omaha townslto was
claimed by the ferry company , of which iiiy
father had become a member , and In the
spring ot 1854 Omaha was laid out-

."Owing
.

to my sickness , my Impressions
of Kanosvilla are not so vivid as they eluiuld-
be , OH I presume we made the trip across
the river within a day or two after our
arrival and on our return I was too tick
to sco or do much. "

In tilt I.Inn nf Drc-o rill Ion.
Some further work In Improving the out-

ward
¬

appearance of the Burlington passen-
ger

¬

depot In this city will be done In a few
days. It will be more In the line of decorat-
ion.

¬

. The triangular area ou the face of
the building, where clacks arc located will

bo relieved by the carving of the stone.-
On

.

the north side facing the track above
the clock there will bo a globe encircled
by a railroad and the telegraph. On each
sldo of tbo clock Ibero will be allegorical
figures represenling steam , electricity , en-

terprise
¬

and commerce , surroundoJ by the
arts and sciences. On the west side , facing
the Tenth street viaduct , there will bo other
allegorical figures , representing the manu-
facturing

¬

cast and tbo agricultural west ,

united by the bands of great railroad sys-
tems.

¬

. The figures will ''bo carved In the
atone facing , and from an artistic standpoint
promises to be a notable addition to the
atlracllvcncss of the depol-

.MIlMlOVIMi

.

ITS UOAD I113U.
t

Union I'lielllu Laying Heavier Steel
It llN fill ItH .11II111 IlllC.

During Ihls year 120 miles of Iho main-
line of Iho Union Pacific in Nebraska will
be relald wllh eighty-pound steel rails. The
work Is now In progress. Sixty miles will
bo laid cast of Grand Island and sixty miles
west of thai clly. The work was begun at-
Papillion and extends west.

This is but a port of the general plan
to rebuild the entire Union Pacific system
where the eighty-pound rails nro not already
in use. The rails which are being taken
up are of good quality , but lighter than the
heavy trafilc of the road requires , and they
will bo used in rebuilding Iho branch lines ,
replacing Ihe old iron rails. By Ibis method
the whole system will eventually be rebuilt.-
At

.

tbo same llmo the roadbed west of Lex-
ington

¬

Is to bo reballastcd with'gravel from
Iho Sherman pita In Wyoming. The main-
line is ballasted with this gravel nnd slag
as far west as Lexington , and for 100 miles
west of thai point a gravel ballast will bo
put on this year-

.AIUUVAIj

.

OK liMllUPMIS.Vf IJUhAYISn-

.Enntcrii

.

KoiinilrlcN Iluve More HIIN-
iiiNH

! -
Tlirin They Can Iliniille.-

J.
.

. H. McConnoIl , superinlendenl of mo-
tlvo

-
power nud machinery for the Unloh

Pacific , aays ho had expected some of the
now equipment ordered for the railroad sev-
eral

¬

months ago to bo hero by this Urns ,

but the manufocturers have boon delayed
through Inability to got material , and the
JlroMol of Ihe cars will not roach tiero until
fcomo tlmo during May.

Foundries which furnish malleable irot, ,
bar Iron , sheet steel nnd the llko nro having
more business than they can attend to , caus-
ing"

¬

delay In all branches of now railroad
work. Several of the establishments , Mr-
.McConnoIl

.

says , refuse to book any moro
orders. The shops ordered n largo Involco-
of steel bolls Jasl December , which 'has not
yet been filled , Indicating the enormity of
the business the iron and steel trade Is cx-
I.crlcnclng

>

at the present time-

.Movlnir

.

'1'uuiH Ciittltiorlli. .
Within a week or ten days those rail-

roads
¬

which have lines to the great ranges
of the northwest expect a heavy movement
of Texas cattlo. None of the freight men
hero have a definite Idea of how many head
will bo moved , but the trufilo will bo
heavier than in several yeara. Until Ibis
year speculators shut out the feeder at the
southern market and as n consequence ( hero
wore few shipments to tlio northern ranges.
The speculators , however , ran against suc-
cessive

¬

bad seasons for prices nnd this year
kept out of the ''biddings , The feeders were
thus enabled to secure moot of the ratllo
offered at Iho various sales I'n-Toxas during
Iho winter and Ihousands of head of these
cattle will bo transported to tbo ranges dur-
ing

¬

the coming month , giving the railroads
a comfortable business In that particular
line.

XIMV YorU Oillrnl .Statement.
NEW YORIC , April 20. The report of the

New York Central & Hudson Illvcr rail-
road

-
nnd Its leaned llnca for the quarter

ended March 31 abows : Gross earnings , In-

crease
¬

, $291,645 ; .operating expenses , In-

crease
¬

, fOO,130 ; net earnings , Increase , fJ0-
52y

, -
; other incomes , Increase , $501,927 ; sur-

plus
¬

after charges and dividends , I30.C11 ,
compared with the deficit of $245,32 !) last
year ,

Hallway ami I'lT
The driveway from the viaduct to the

track level at the Burlington depot lias
beep closed elnco the KlOb'man building fire ,

but the brick nro now being hauled awny
and the obstruction to the driveway re-
moved.

¬

.

Work on the new union depot has reached
the point where tbo south wall is on a level
with the top of the second slory windows.-

H.

.

. A. Smith , stenographer in the olllco-
of the passenger department at Union
Pacific headquarters , has returned from a
trip lo Chicago.

George W. Merrill , traveling freight agent
for the Hock Island , with headquarters nt-
DCS Molncs , made a short visit to Omaha to
call on old friends.

Frank Hunimcn , chief clerk In the I'nlon
Pacific passenger olllco at Denver , accom-
panied

¬

by bis wlto and child , has returned
home after a week's visit with friends in
Omaha.-

W.

.

. N. Babcock , general western agent for
the LacKawnnna road at Chicago , Is in
Omaha looking after some personal matters.-
Ho

.
will return to Chicago this evening.-

Mr.
.

. Babcock has his offices in tlie Marqiictto
building , and is pleasantly located. He ex-
presses

¬

the highest satisfaction with his
new work. Ho says ho Is always nt homo In
Chicago to those of his Omaha friends who
wish to call whllo there. iMr. Babcock ex-
pects

¬

to move bis family to Chicago in the
courseof n couple of weeks.

PREPARING FOR THE MAY TERM

United SlatcN Court Itiionix Arc
llcltiK I'nl Ill ISxucl-

lent Oriler.
Around the government building every-

thing
¬

is hurry and bustle with the officials
who are getting ready for the May term of
United States court that convenes next
week. The court room on the third door ,

north side , Is being prepared occupancy.
Carpets nro being laid , chairs nro being lo-

cated
¬

and tables are being moved in. This
room will probably bo occupied by Judge
Shlras , as Judge Mtingor has his private
rooms on the south sldo of tbo building ,

and will undoubtedly want lo occupy Ihe
court room that opens off from them.

The grand Jury will bo called upon to
labor with a number of white men and sov-
ornl

-
Indians who have been caught in the

net of introducing liquor upon the Wlnno-
bago

-
and Omaha reservations of Thuralon-

county. . Most of these alleged violators of-

Iho law nro out on bonds , yet several of
them are In the Douglas county Jail , having
been soul Ibero by Iho Unllcd States com-

Deputy United States Marshal Allan has
returned from a trip lo Iho Wlnnobago and
Onmba reservations , where ho wcnl lo serve
subpoenas on wllncssoa. IIo served forly
Indians , all of whom will bo hero next wuelt-
to testify before tbo grand Jury.

Another alleged violator of the law was
brought down Friday night and lodged In-
Jail. . This Individual is Jim Twin , a Wlnno-
bago

-
Indian , who was before United States

Commissioner Sloan at Ponder on the charge
of Introducing liquor upon an Indian rcuor-
vatlon.

-
. Hu waived examination and was

held to aualt Ihe action of the grand Jury.
Not being nblu to furnish bonds ho bus been
committed to Jail-

.IiiiirlNiin

.

| .Veil for Delil.-
BKATTLH

.
, Wash. , Apill 2& . Advices

from Alaska state that the Dawnon Ju-
diciary

¬

nro Imprisoning people for debt
under the ancient i nglluh masters and
servants act. Six or eight debtors are now
In Jull.-

C.
.

. L. Andrews , the American collector of
customs at Skngwny , recently KPZC| I the
British stoop Dorothy , presumably because
ho bollovcd Itvus engaged In whisky smug-
gling

¬

, but ostensibly for failure to report
after leaving Victoria , a Canadian town , for
tbo way ports of Mary Island , Fort Wrangcl-
or Juncau. The captain has entered a
vigorous protest and claim for damages ,

Illlhll for till : I'll * I.llllllH-
.nUNYttll

.
, April 29. About COO bomcueek-

ere who doalro to locnto In the Ute rc'servu-
Mon uro already lirro and more arc coming
dally. The rule allowing BcttforH to gu upon
the surveyed land and miiko their selections
In advance of the opening obviates much of
the trouble experienced nt previous openings.
The only rush for these lends will bo ut tbo
land office , Bottler H duslrliig claims on the
uiuurveycd portions are allowed to uxamlno
the couniry In advance , bul muni retire from
it before noon , May 4At that hour they
may line up and mal.u a run for thu clalnm
they have selected. They have uliiuty <! UH-
in which to (lie ou theee cralcns.


